
North Carolina Fossil Club 

May 19, 2019 

Business Meeting Minutes submitted by Terry Denny 

 

Welcome by Diane Willis at 1:30 p.m. New Members/Guests today included Jim Sorauf, Linda Pratt, and 

Darryl Grater’s grandson Emery. Linda McCall and Richard Chandler were not present.  Trish thanked the club 

for birthday wishes. Our program speaker was introduced. 

 

PROGRAM: Did Mark Twain Discover One of America’s Most Important Fossil Sites? Our presenter was Dr. 

J. Michael Pratt. 

 

Announcements:  2019 SFMS Directory is out and filed electronically if anyone is interested.  Congratulations 

to Emily Bruff who graduated from East Tennessee State Univ. with a Masters in Paleoecology. She will attend 

the University of Cincinnati to continue studies in Paleoecology. Congratulations to other graduates were made. 

Brochures are available for the Aurora Fossil Festival. 

 

Reports of Officers and Committees   

Minutes – Terry Denny read the minutes from the 3-17-19 meeting. Minutes were approved. 

Treasurer’s Report – David Sanderson reported the current balance is $21,259.00. The $2000.00 check was 

written to Aurora Fossil Museum and the roof has been repaired.  All told they raised over $20,000.00. 

Membership/Website – Mike Bruff reported we have 229 total memberships- 100 household 13 honorary and 

116 individuals.  Our new logo is on the website.  

Books – Gary Lewis reported sales are slower. We sold $2209.00 worth of books and calendars which is 

$435.00 profit for the club.  Volume IV-2 is being reprinted. Vol. 2 is being held off due to new items being 

added.   If Vol. 2 sells out at Aurora, orders will be taken. 

Newsletter – Eric Sadorf reported the next newsletter will go out June 1st.  If you send any articles, they will be 

sent out in the September 1st edition. 

Outreach – Julie Niederkorn reported a very busy outreach season.  

 March 23- Lacy Elementary- Terry Denny- fossil class with 14 students, dug in Aurora gravel 

 Apr.6- Fuller Elementary Science Enrichment Day- Gary Lewis presented to 3rd grade classes.   

April 11- Hunter Elementary Science Night - Ramona Krailler, Dan Peters, and Julie Niederkorn exhibited and 

were visited by many students     

April 13- Sylvan Heights Bird Sanctuary in Scotland Neck, NC - Joy Herrington had a fossil table for their 

Earth Day celebration. She reported it rained for the event.  

April 13- Wayne Community College- Douglas and student had several hundred children come through 

April 19-21 Dino Egg Hunt at the Durham Museum of Life and Science- Mike Bruff, Brenda Anthony, Phil 

Margarita, Alice and Alan Langford, Shirley Green, Mary Boulton, Julie Niederkorn.  On Friday it was 

cancelled due to rain, but Sat. and Sun. were well attended. 

April 24- Lacy Elementary Earth Day- Terry Denny 138 4th grade students (4 classes) discussed NC Geology, 

extinctions, and clues from fossils that tell about the distant past. Each child received a baggie of fossils. 

April 25- Jeffreys Grove Elementary Cheryl Gourley- Presentation for four 4th grade classes (100 students) 

April 27- Science Olympiad- Gary Lewis and Alexander Lewis wrote the exam this year and Pam and Charlie 

Causey, Mike Bruff, and Eric Sadorf also assisted with 3 rounds of 20 teams of Middle School and 3 rounds of 

High School.  This year Neogene books were donated along with fossil material buckets from Aurora Fossil 



Museum for the winners of the event. One of the winners for High School this year was the team from Green 

Hope, which included Ashwyn Srinivasan, a member of our club. 

April 27: Meet Your State Symbol Event held on Capitol grounds in Raleigh: Joy Herrington, Ramona Krailler, 

Richard Chandler - well attended 

April 27- Norwood festival: Ruffin Tucker; James Bain reported he picked up 85 gallons of gravel and used it 

all. 

May 7, 14- Elon- Dinosaur Day Literacy Program for Children and Adults: Charlie and Pam Causey and James 

Bain 

 

Old Business: 

Field Trip Reports (2019): (See website for details)  

March 30 – Green’s Mill Run –   Apr. 6 – Hanson, Rocky Mount –no reports available 

Apr. 12- Belgrade-Darryl Grater reported lots of finds, a good day 

April 13 and 18- Old Dock- not a lot of new material there 

Apr. 20-21 – Scientists Cliffs, MD led by Dave Bohaska and Stratford Hall, VA – led by Linda McCall/Paul 

Murdoch – Trish reported a great time, Diane found a nice sunfish jaw 

Apr. 26 – Onslow Open Quarry 

May 17 – Clarks Open Quarry - Darryl reported a nice crab carapace was found and a couple of nice shark teeth 

 

New Business/Upcoming Outreach: 

May 24- FOSSIL project at Belgrade is full 

Aurora Fossil Festival – May 24-25 – Cynthia Crane, Exec.Director AFM; NCFC coordinator: Eric Sadorf can 

still use volunteers to cover for exhibitors for breaks, etc. Flyers are available to take. 

July 16- Holly Springs Salamanders Baseball Education Day- asked for club members to set up tables 

July 26-27 Dinosaur Festival at Virginia Museum of Natural History in Martinsville looking for people to 

display 

Fossil Fair Nov. 2, 2019 – Wilmington, NC – Ramona Krailler is asking for people to sign up to display and 

volunteer. They can accommodate 354 feet of display (60 six-foot tables) so there is lots of room still available! 

Meg raffle will be repeated and will have a separate table. Volunteers are needed to identify Aurora fossils at 

the dig table, and people to help at the voting table, among other things.  Accommodations will be at Sleep Inn 

in Wilmington. Set up begins at 6:30 a.m. Saturday (may try for Friday if some need that).  Meeting and dinner 

will follow the event and more details will follow. 

W. Kerr Scott Dam and reservoir: Maria Vasquez- looking for someone to lend fossils or display at a movie 

presentation 

Field Trips see website for details. 

New logo and Brochure: Terry Denny reported she volunteered to design a new brochure to hand out at 

outreach events which tells about the club and has a form to join. It was approved by the board with some minor 

changes, and edited by the printer. The board voted to adopt a new logo as the original logo was not printing 

clearly.  Gary Lewis arranged to have it duplicated for us. Mike reported the new logo is on the website 

 

Door Prize Drawings – James Bain                                                Meeting Adjournment / Show & Tell  

  

***Next Meeting – July 21, 2019 *** 


