
North Carolina Fossil Club 
January 20, 2019 

Business Meeting Minutes 

 

Welcome by Diane Willis at 1:30 at the NC Museum of Natural Sciences. 

New Members/Guests in attendance included Orlin and Trevor Clark from Virginia, Randy Bechtel, the Von 

Furstenburg family, Jack and Theresa Rayburn, Zsolt Frecska and a few that declined to be recognized. 

We had a record number in attendance at the meeting.  A rough count was 87 during the program. Diane 

introduced our speaker. 

Presenter: Dr. Andrew Heckert, Professor of Geology, Appalachian State University PROGRAM: There 

were Aetosaurs before there were Ankylosaurs 
Short Presentation: Glen Gonzalez – 3-D Printing of AZ Permian Chelichnus trackways  

Following the presentation Diane announced that Don Clements and Eric Sadorf were authors of a research 

article on Cretaceous fish otoliths.  Gary Stringer was the paleontologist who did the research. 

Reports of Officers and Committees    

Minutes 11-3-18 meeting – Terry Denny read the minutes from November.  There were no corrections and 

minutes were approved. 

Treasurer’s Report – David Sanderson was absent but provided a year-end report.  Our balance on 12/31 was 

$20,328.31.  The board discussed giving donations to students or organizations other than donations we already 

make for fossil fairs, etc. It had been decided to give a donation to Andy Heckert for the skull or two limbs of 

the aetosaur statue, but it was already sponsored. Suggestions were requested from club members. Following 

the meeting the board voted to approve donating $2000.00 to the Aurora Fossil Museum to help with needed 

roof repairs that Cindy Crane had shared about during the meeting. 

Membership/Website – Mike Bruff reported we ended 2018 with 282 memberships- 130 household, 140 

individual, and 12 honorary members. Renewal can be done online, at the meeting, or by mail.  $20.00 for 

household renewal, $15 for individual. Currently we have 114 memberships for 2019 - 48 individuals, 54 

households. The club will be switching to a new list serve, so there will be a new email in the next day or so. If 

anyone has a message to send out to the membership, send it to Mike and he will send it out to everyone. This 

will make it easier to manage subscriptions to the news announcements. Diane acknowledged all the work done 

by Mike and Kim Bruff on moving the website to the new site. If memberships are not renewed, access to the 

website is limited to the subscriber view only and no membership pages. Field trip procedures will appear on 

the website so it will be important to have that login. 

Books – Gary Lewis reported sales for the year were approximately $8,000.00, many of volume 4 part 1 and 2 

sold and all 2018 calendars sold out.  Only 15 2019 calendars are left.     

Newsletter – Eric Sadorf reported the next Janus will be online only and will come out about March 1st, so 

articles need to be sent by the end of February. Mike will send out an email when the next issue is available on 

the website. They will be in color online. 

 

Field Trip Reports: Diane reported that many field trips were cancelled due to weather and flooding, including 

Sept. 22- Swift Creek, Oct. 5- Clark’s Quarry, Oct. 6-Tar River, Dec. 8 Hanson, and Dec, 15- Old Dock. Trips 

that did happen included Oct. 13 – Old Dock – Darryl Grater reported he and his grandson had a successful trip 

with the group.  Nov. 17 – Hanson – Todd Power reported it was a nice day with sparse but nice finds although 

one member hit a deer on the way there. Nov. 16 – Onslow Open Quarry – Terry Denny reported it was very 

muddy but there were several good finds including a large harmatuki echinoid, whale vertebra, and nautiloid. 

Clarks Quarry – Linda McCall shared it was a good trip, well washed by rain. Some finds were gastropods, a 

nice auriculatus tooth and various other things. 



Outreach (2018): Julie Niederkorn was absent. Sept 22 - Rankin Mini Fossil Fair-Rankin Museum, Ellerbe, 

NC - Ruffin Tucker, Joy Herrington, Jonathan Fain, Darryl Grater, Richard Chandler attended. There was 

Moroccan dirt with fossils and minerals for children to search through and attendees had a good time. 

Oct 6 - SE Raleigh High School, Science Olympiad Coaches Clinic - Gary & Alex Lewis did a training session 

for coaches at the event and Gary brought Aurora dirt for coaches to take.  

Oct 16,18,23,24 - Stem Days, NC Museum of Life and Science, Durham, NC - Trish Kohler and other members 

volunteered for this event. 

Nov 3 - NCFC Fossil Fair, NC Museum of Life and Science, Durham, NC - Trish Kohler, Chair, reported 2600 

people came that day.  Over 30 volunteers and others who were exhibitors were recognized at the meeting. It 

was a wonderful event and extremely well received. Megalodon teeth were awarded in drawings, and this 

contributed to recruiting a few new members. 26 went to eat at Melos afterwards. 

Nov 16 - Zebulon Elementary School-4thgrade Fossil Presentation - Cheryl Gourley shared with four 4th grade 

classes in 2 presentations about fossils and collecting safety. 

Science Olympiad help, Daniels Middle School, Raleigh - Ramona Krailler coached 2 sixth graders in 

preparation for the Olympiad regionals. She also gave them bags of fossils. 

Alston Ridge Elementary, Cary- Fossil Presentation - Dr. James E. Mickle was not present to share. 

Changes to the Bylaws/Rules that were accepted last fall will be on website soon.  

New Business 

Aurora Fossil Festival – May 24-25 – Cynthia Crane, Director AFM reported there will be some changes, 

some non-profits participating on Main St. to showcase local organizations, and food sales proceeds will 

circulate back to the Aurora community. There will still be displays in the Community Center and talks. Cindy 

also requested volunteers to help with outreach events at the museum, especially 2 events on April 13. National 

Fossil Day 2018 was affected by hurricanes, and many rescue workers were hosted in Aurora.  This year it will 

be October 19th. A Smithsonian research project is pending for this event if a grant comes through. Cindy also 

shared there is roof damage at AFM and it is in great need of repair. They are starting a fund-raising campaign 

for $10,000. 

Other Business: Linda McCall presented a paper at the GSA conference in November on Fossil Colorization in 

Echinoids from Topsail Beach.     The board approved funds to purchase a projector for the Club. 

Fossil Fair 2019: We are invited to the Cape Fear Museum and the Greensboro Science Center. Various other 

sites were discussed and the importance of someone to organize these fairs.  It was also decided it would be 

good to announce 2 years in advance for publicity. It was decided 2019 will be in Wilmington, 2020 in 

Greensboro. 

Field Trips (2019): Linda McCall shared the following information: The website has details to be updated as 

needed. Belgrade and Castle Hayne Quarries are still closed. Feb. 22 - Onslow Open Quarry; March 9 – Old 

Dock Quarry – Linda McCall (FULL); March 15 – Clarks Quarry (FULL – using 10-5-18 cancelled list); 

March 16 – Tar River – Rick Trone (FULL); March 30 – Green’s Mill Run – Rick Trone (FULL); Apr. 13 – 

Old Dock Quarry - Linda McCall; Apr. 21 – Stratford Hall, VA – Paul Murdoch, Linda McCall, Todd Power– 

(FULL); Apr. 26 – Onslow Open Quarry; May 17 – Clarks Open Quarry; May 18 – Old Dock Quarry – Linda 

McCall. 

Events/Outreach (2019): Upcoming are the following events and the members attending: 

• Feb. 23 - Schiele Museum of Natural History, Gastonia –Geology and Fossil Fair - Mary Boulton, 

Darryl Grater, Gary Lewis, Julie Niederkorn  

• March 7 - Creekside Elementary School-Science Night, Durham - Diane Willis, Joy Herrington, 

Jonathan Fain, Julie Niederkorn, Trish Kohler 

• Apr. 27 - NC State Capitol, Meet Your State Symbol Event, Raleigh - Joy Herrington  

• May 25 - Aurora Fossil Festival, Aurora NC 

Door Prize Drawings by James Bain!  Meeting was adjourned by Diane at 4:30 p.m.   

**The Next Meeting will be March 17, 2019 at 1:30 at the NC Museum of Natural Sciences, Raleigh. 

 



 


